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Ruth  (Ruth 1 - 4)
Main Point: Anyone who chooses to follow God will become a part of God’s family.

Key Verse: Where you go I’ll go. Where you stay I’ll stay. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God. Ruth 1:16b

Material: A “Family Tree” handout and pencil for each student.
Personal connection:  

· Say: Take a second and think about your family. Think of your parents, brothers, sisters, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. Your family may be large or it may be small. God’s family is very large; it includes every person who has accepted Jesus as their Savior!
Leader, take this opportunity to tell about the members of your family.

Hands on Application:

· Say: After Ruth’s husband died, Ruth chose to stay with her mother-in-law Naomi rather than go back to her own home. Then, God provided the opportunity for Ruth to marry Boaz, who was related to Naomi. So when Ruth married Boaz, she became a permanent part of Naomi’s family.
· Say: Have any of you ever heard of a family tree? Explain what a family tree is if anyone in the group doesn’t know what one is. 
· Say: I have a handout and pencil for each one of you. Now, fill in the names of your family members on your family tree. If you don’t know a name, it is fine to leave it blank. Distribute the paper and pencils to the students.
· Ask: What do these family trees show? Let them answer.  
· Say: They show who is in our family. Now try to imagine what God’s family tree would look like. It would be way too big to draw! Everyone who has ever trusted Jesus to be his or her Savior would be on it!
Group Discussion:

· Have the students hold up their family trees.

Say: Just like you know everyone on your family tree, God knows every single person in His family. Is each one of you in God’s family? Allow students to answer. 

Say: Anyone can be in God’s family. Anyone who completely, sincerely trusts Jesus to be their Savior and cleanse them of their sins will be a member of God’s family. The Bible tells us that our faith is the reason God adopts us into His family. Ask a student to look up Galatians 3:26 and read it aloud. Everyone who is in God’s family will spend eternity in Heaven with Him, and no one who is not in God’s family will be in Heaven.
Conversation with God (Prayer): 

In today’s prayer time, thank God that He allows us to be in His family and pray that anyone in the group who has not yet accepted Christ will choose to accept Him and become a member of His family. Fill in prayer journals and close in prayer.
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me people did accept Him. They believed in His name.
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